Minutes
Town Council Meeting
July 14, 2025

The Town Council's monthly meeting was held on Monday, July 14, 2025, in the council room of the Town Hall. Present
at the meeting were Brian Laine, the Mayor; Oscar E. Parker Ill, the Council President; Frances Chamber, Michael
Kessinger, Dennis Mason, Darlean Walker, and Brian Wills, the Council Members. Others present at the meeting were
Pat Bowden, Fire Chief; Robyn Croft, Treasurer; and Bonita Meyers, Clerk. Planning Commission members Kristine
Gordon, Pam Wills, Rossie Carroll and Lance Trgina were all present for the joint public hearing.

Call to order: Mayor Laine called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Public Hearing: The mayor opened the public hearing at 6:30 p.m.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ADOPTION

Close Public Hearing: The mayor closed the public hearing at 7:00 p.m.

Regular Meeting Call to Order: Mayor Laine called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 pm. The attendees recited the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call and Adoption of Agenda: The clerk called the roll, and all members were present except Mrs. Whiting.

Mr. Kessinger motioned to accept the agenda as presented, which Mr. Mason seconded. The Council unanimously
approved the motion through a show of hands.

Announcements: None

Minutes: Mr. Parker moved to dispense with reading the June minutes and approve them as presented. Mr. Wills
seconded; the Council voted unanimously to accept the motion.

Treasurer's Report: Mrs. Croft presented the treasurer's report as follows:

Balance on hand in the General Fund as of June 30, 2025 — $515,505.44

Bills presented for payment as of June 30, 2025 — $355,865.59

Mr. Wills moved to accept the treasurer's report as presented. Mr. Mason seconded it, and the Council voted
unanimously, with raised hands, in favor of the motion.

Citizen Statements

William Turner expressed his concerns about the dangerous intersection at Fleetwood Avenue and Railroad Avenue. He
believes that it poses a serious risk, as it is a blind corner where a tragedy could occur. Mr. Turner also inquired about
any updates from VDOT regarding the installation of no littering signs. Mrs. Croft reported that the proposal had been

submitted to the engineer in May. Once the engineer approves it, a date can be scheduled for a meeting with VDOT,
during which they can visit the site to finalize the location and install the signs.

Committee Reports

Fire Department: Chief Bowden reported that the biannual fire hydrant check has been completed, and overall, the
hydrants are in better condition. However, the hydrant at Jeb White still won’t drain, and the cause remains uncertain.
The hydrants also need painting, and some council members discussed the possibility of looking for someone who needs
community service to handle the task.

Mrs. Chambers asked the council to honor Smokey Brittle for his years of service in the volunteer fire department by
drafting a resolution to be read at his memorial service. The council also agreed to send flowers to the service in the
shape of a fire hydrant, with his unit numbers displayed on a sash.

Sussex Service Authority: Mayor Laine reported that a letter was found among the archives dating back to 2001, signed
by Mayor Birdsong, documenting the agreement between the Town of Wakefield and the Sussex Service Authority. The
agreement stated that the town would not be responsible for paying for sewer usage at the Town Hall and Fire
Department. A copy of the letter has been sent to Mike Kearns at the SSA.



Airport: Mr. Kessinger inquired about the status of the beacon light replacement. Mayor Laine explained that the
company awarded the contract is currently delayed and noted that an extension has been requested on our behalf.

Ballpark/Recreation: Mr. Parker reported that the ballpark committee is in the process of revising the application
packet, which will include updated rules, responsibilities, and fee information. He also noted that visiting teams have
expressed strong approval of the recent upgrades made to the facility.

Budget/Finance: No report
Cemetery: Mr. Wills reported that the fence has been installed.

Emergency Services/Safety: Mr. Kessinger sent a letter to VDOT on behalf of Sheriff Giles, requesting a quote for a
traffic study concerning the traffic light at the intersection of Route 460 and Main Street (Routes 617 and 628). The
sheriff's office has received several complaints about vehicles running the red light in both the eastbound and
westbound lanes, particularly by tractor-trailers. This was confirmed by Captain Kessinger, who observed multiple
violations while monitoring the intersection from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in an unmarked vehicle on Friday, June 28th. As
of the date of this meeting, Mr. Kessinger hasn’t received a response from VDOT.

Mr. Kessinger noted that VDOT may not respond during the summer peak season, when traffic volume on Route 460
increases significantly.

He has expressed interest in having the intersection designated as an endangered crosswalk due to its frequent use by
pedestrians. However, he recognizes that this process may require a considerable amount of time.

He also informed the council of a recent incident in which the fire department was unable to access Route 460 during a
non-emergency fire call due to high traffic volumes. The department was compelled to activate lights and sirens to cross
over and enter the westbound lane safely.

Ultimately, Mr. Kessinger aims to highlight the challenges emergency vehicles face when attempting to turn left onto
Route 460 due to traffic congestion. He advocates for the installation of an emergency signal at the intersection of
Fleetwood Avenue and Route 460, where fire trucks exit the station. He further explained that Blue Line Solutions has
agreed to fund the traffic study, acknowledging the urgency of addressing this issue.

Personnel: No report

Planning Commission: Mrs. Chambers made a motion to adopt the 2025 Comprehensive Plan as prepared for the
Wakefield Town Council, developed by the Wakefield Planning Commission, and prepared by the Crater Planning District
Commission. Mr. Wills seconded the motion, and the council voted unanimously by a show of hands to approve its
adoption.

Mrs. Chambers then informed the council that the Town Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance had been reviewed by
Summit Design for State compliance. The proposed changes have been examined and approved by the Planning
Commission; it is now appropriate to schedule a joint public hearing to consider the approval and adoption of the 2025
version of the Ordinance. A meeting has been scheduled for Monday, August 11th at 6:30 p.m.

Property Maintenance: No report
Streets/Beautification: Mr. Mason inquired about trimming the trees near the intersection of Pine Street and East Main
Street to improve visibility when entering Main Street from Pine. Mrs. Meyers informed him that a work order has

already been issued, and Mr. Ervin has contacted VDOT regarding the matter. The tree trimming is expected to be
completed soon.

Mr. Mason inquired about potential solutions for redirecting rainwater runoff away from the yards on Main Street,
particularly near the intersection of 617 and Birch Island Road.

Additionally, the council requested a quote from the same company that produced the previous banners, seeking new
banners featuring a Christmas design similar to those recently completed.

Utilities: Mrs. Chambers reported that requests for bids on the maintenance contract for the Town of Wakefield's
electric system have been sent to Community Electric, Prince George Electric, and River City. The deadline for responses
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is August 8, and the submitted bids will be reviewed at the August council meeting. Additionally, on August 8, Mr.
Kessinger and Mr. Chambers will travel to North Carolina to inspect bucket trucks, with the intention of procuring one
for the town's use.

Vehicle Maintenance: Mr. Wills reported receiving a single bid of $800.00 from Chris Presson for the old brush truck.
Mr. Parker moved to accept the offer. Mrs. Chambers seconded, and the council unanimously approved it by a show of
hands.

Mr. Wills said Les Ervin's truck was sent to Campbell's to replace the Air Conditioner. And Mr. Kessinger said they were
looking at getting a quote for a new truck with the toolboxes on the back. However, after receiving the quote, it still had
a 6-8 month lead time.

Zoning: Mr. Chambers reported that she has been communicating with Tom, a participant in the Rural Leadership
Development program. Tom manages the Addison Group, which focuses on social media and is currently collaborating
with the Town of Windsor to update its website. She plans to invite him to the next council meeting to discuss options
for enhancing the Town's social media presence and supporting potential economic development.

Events: None

Legal: None

Old Business: A work session to discuss the job description of the new employee position was scheduled for August 18
at 6:30 pm.

New Business: Mayor Laine stated that Mrs. Holloman had requested that the town provide 30 backpacks containing
basic school supplies, such as pencils, pens, and paper, for the Mars Hill Church annual back-to-school event on August
2. By mutual consent, all agreed to participate.

Mr. Kessinger requested that an additional door be included in the firehouse quote, increasing the total from five to six
doors, resulting in an added cost of $3,800.00. Mr. Parker moved to approve the request, which Mr. Kessinger seconded.
The motion passed unanimously, with all members signaling approval by a show of hands.

Executive Session: None

Adjourn: With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm



