Minutes of the Wakefield Town Council Meeting
Date: November 10, 2025 Location: Council Room, Town Hall
Attendees:

e Council: Brian Laine, Mayor; Oscar E. Parker Ill, Council President; Frances Chambers, Dennis
Mason, Darlean Whiting, Brian Wills, council members.

e Others: Pat Bowden, Fire Chief; Robyn Croft, Treasurer; Bonita Meyers, Clerk.
e Absent: Mr. Kessinger.

I. Call to Order & Public Hearing

Call to Order: The Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

Public Hearing - Subdivision Ordinance: The Mayor opened the public hearing at 6:30 PM to discuss the
adoption of the Subdivision Ordinance.

e Discussion: Adoption of the Subdivision Ordinance.
e Closure: The Mayor closed the public hearing at 7:00 PM.
Il. Regular Meeting

Call to Order: The Mayor called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Roll Call & Adoption of Agenda: The Clerk called the roll; all members were present except Mr.
Kessinger.

e Motion: Mrs. Whiting moved to accept the agenda as presented.
e Second: Mr. Mason.
e Vote: Unanimously approved.

Approval of Minutes

e Motion: Mrs. Chambers moved to dispense with reading the October minutes and approve
them as presented.

e Second: Mr. Parker.
e Vote: Unanimously approved.
Ill. Reports
Treasurer's Report Mrs. Croft presented the financial standing as of October 31, 2025:
e General Fund Balance: $354,645.82
e Bills Presented: $183,308.45
e Motion: Mr. Mason moved to accept the Treasurer's Report as presented.
e Second: Mrs. Whiting.

e Vote: Unanimously approved.



Citizen Statements

Mae Mason: Expressed gratitude to the Council and Town for the support, cards, and plant
received following the loss of her sister.

Committee Reports

Fire Department: Chief Bowden reported that fire hydrant checks will continue through the end
of the year.

Sussex Service Authority: No formal report. It was noted that SSA representatives were
surveying sewer lines and hanging door tags in town without prior notice to the Town Hall.

Airport: The Mayor reported that Austin Electric is scheduled to repair the beacon light and
paint the tower this week.

Ballpark/Recreation: Timberland will begin clearing the back property next week. Permit
challenges with county regulators caused a delay. To avoid escalations with the EPA and DEQ,
clearing must be limited to less than 1 acre. The strategy is to clear, grade, seed, and establish
grass in sections, taking a phased approach to comply with regulations.

Planning Commission:

e Motion: Following the public hearing, Mrs. Chambers moved to adopt the Subdivision
Ordinance as presented, which was previously approved by the Commission in
September.

e Second: Mr. Wills.
e Vote: Unanimously approved.

Streets/Beautification: Mr. Mason identified sidewalks needing repair near 117 W Church St
and 217 W Main St. The Mayor will contact VDOT to determine jurisdiction and responsibility.

Utilities: Mrs. Croft reported that the Virginia Department of Drinking Water requires annual
Water Service Line Inventory Letters to be sent by December 31. Johnson, Merriman, and
Thompson are assisting with verification of the water lines.

Zoning:

e Consultant: Summit Design has been engaged to assist with management of Zoning
Administration.

o Updates: A new Completeness Checklist and revised applications are forthcoming.

¢ New Requirement: Non-owner applicants (e.g., builders) must now provide a Power of
Attorney from the property owner.

Events:

e Thanksgiving Baskets: 72 tickets distributed. Packing: Nov 19 @ 5 PM. Pickup: Nov 20,
10 AM-1 PM at the Fire Department. Budget goal: ~$35/basket.

e Christmas Tree Lighting: Dec 4 @ 6:30 PM. Features Santa, reading of the Christmas
story, and refreshments/crafts at the Foundation.

No Reports: Budget/Finance, Cemetery, Emergency Services, Personnel, Property Maintenance,
Vehicle Maintenance, Legal.



IV. Business
Old Business

e Industrial Solar Farm: The Mayor announced that Clenera's counsel has contacted the Town
Attorney to request a meeting. The Mayor plans to attend the upcoming meeting to represent
the Town's objections.

o Website Modernization: The Council reviewed proposals to modernize the Town's online
presence, noting that the current website is dated. The project goals include user-friendly
navigation, online billing, accessible forms, and expanded marketing capabilities (email, text,
and social media).

Proposals Reviewed:
Addison Group: ~$1,800 (Website update only).

Hilton Multimedia: Comprehensive package including a full website rebuild, ongoing content
creation, PR support, and Google Analytics.

e Motion: Mr. Wills moved to accept the comprehensive proposal from Hilton Multimedia
for website rebuild and ongoing PR/content services.

e Second: Mrs. Whiting.
e Vote: Unanimously approved.
New Business

e Renovations: Discussion regarding office and Council Chambers renovations (painting, replacing
carpet in chambers, and installing LVT flooring in the office). Bids were submitted by Rogers
Jones (painting) and Ivor Furniture (flooring/carpet).

e Motion: Mr. Wills moved to accept the bids from Rogers Jones and Ivor Furniture.
e Second: Mrs. Whiting.
e Vote: Unanimously approved.

V. Adjournment

Adjourn: With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.



