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Minutes 

Town Council Meeting 
January 12, 2026 

 

The Town Council held its monthly meeting on Monday, January 12, 2026, in the Council Room of the Town 
Hall. 

Members Present: Brian Laine, Mayor; Oscar E. Parker III, Council President; Frances Chambers, Council 
Member; Dennis Mason, Council Member; Darlean Walker, Council Member. 

Members Absent: Mr. Kessinger, Mr. Wills. 

Others Present: Pat Bowden, Fire Chief; Robyn Croft, Treasurer; Bonita Meyers, Clerk. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Laine called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Mrs. Whiting moved to accept the agenda as presented. Mr. Mason seconded the motion. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Parker moved to dispense with reading the November 2025 minutes and approve them as presented, 
noting that there was no meeting in December due to inclement weather. Mrs. Whiting seconded the motion. 
The motion carried unanimously.  

TREASURER'S REPORT 

Mrs. Croft presented the Treasurer's Report as follows: 

  General Fund Balance as of December 31, 2025:             $295,987.88 

  Bills Presented for Payment as of December 31, 2025:     $44,187.24 

Mr. Mason moved to accept the Treasurer's Report as presented. Mrs. Chambers seconded the motion. The 
motion carried unanimously.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Pam Jones addressed the Council regarding a request for Town sponsorship of $1,200.00 for a quarterly joint 
senior bingo initiative with Wakefield Family Fitness's senior group, Legends, and the Sussex County Seniors 
group. The initiative would serve approximately 96 members from both groups, with the first event proposed 
for February 11, 2026. Donations may be made to Legends' 501(c)(3), or donors may purchase gifts and door 
prizes directly. Unused funds will roll over to subsequent events. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Fire Department: Chief Bowden announced the slate of officers for 2026: Pat Bowden, Chief; James Rogers, 
1st Assistant Chief; and John Rose, 2nd Assistant Chief. He reported that the Fire Department responded to a 
record 197 calls in 2025, with over 80 being mutual aid calls. 
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Chief Bowden noted that the per diem instituted by the Council has increased member turnout, with an 
average of 8 volunteers per call. The hydrant report is being finalized and will be presented at a future 
meeting. 

Sussex Service Authority: A draft resolution to extend the term of the Sussex Service Authority was presented 
to Council. Following the discussion, Mrs. Chambers moved to approve the joint resolution extending the 
Authority for an additional fifty years. Mr. Parker seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Airport: Mayor Laine reported that the new beacon light has been installed and that no additional projects are 
currently scheduled. 

Ballpark/Recreation: Mr. Parker reported that the County has significantly delayed the project to clean up the 
area across from the ball field, despite the project being under one acre. The project is expected to be 
completed by spring 2026. 

Budget/Finance: No report. 

Cemetery: Mr. Wills is working to arrange for rock to be delivered and spread on the cemetery driveway, but 
is experiencing difficulty scheduling the work since Mr. Monahan's retirement. 

Emergency Services/Safety: A project is underway to explore establishing a Mobile Integrated Health (MIH) 
and community paramedicine program in Wakefield in collaboration with Waverly Rescue Squad. The goal is 
to provide non-emergency care to support early detection of health issues among the Town's more vulnerable 
citizens and to serve as a community resource for those without access to healthcare. If successful, this could 
become the first rural MIH program in Virginia and serve as a model for similar programs statewide. Grant and 
funding outreach is underway through the Regional Leadership Institute network. A work session is tentatively 
scheduled for March 2026. 

Personnel: No report. 

Planning Commission: Staff continues to meet with Summitt Design. The next item is to review ways to revise 
zoning regulations to alleviate the burden on homeowners with non-conforming lots who have suffered a 
catastrophic loss, such as a house fire, and wish to rebuild. Some current restrictions are too stringent and 
were intended for more densely populated communities rather than the Town's rural roads and 
neighborhoods.  

Property Maintenance: No report. 

Streets/Beautification: Mr. Mason reported a street light outage on Club Drive and requested a work order 
for replacement. He also noted that he has not yet received a response from VDOT regarding the request to 
repair sidewalks on Church Street. 

Utilities: Mr. Chambers reported that Community Electric has fully assumed utility services for the Town, with 
positive feedback regarding their quick response to outages. He is working on transitioning their support for 
the billing process. Additionally, they are coordinating with Les for inspections and facility access. A request 
was made to provide them with emergency access to the Town maintenance facility. 

Mr. Chambers also reported that the VEMA meeting is scheduled for the following week. Battery storage 
facility plans have shifted from Manassas to potentially Culpeper, but prospects are poor due to cost and tariff 
uncertainties. He reported that the Town experienced a generator run that failed to tie into the grid and may 
incur a penalty in 2027. 

Lastly, Mr. Chambers informed Council that Prince George Electric's Ruralband may visit in February 2026 to 
discuss collaboration opportunities in Wakefield. 
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Vehicle Maintenance: No report. 

Zoning: Mrs. Chambers reported that the Blackwater Solar Project will once again go before the Sussex County 
Planning Commission in February 2026.  

Events: Mr. Hellyer addressed the Council during Public Comments to discuss the possibility of the Town co-
sponsoring another spring event. Following the discussion, the consensus was to hold the event on a Saturday 
in April 2026. The Town was asked to assist with cleanup, security, and banners as in previous events. A 
backup plan for inclement weather was discussed. Mr. Hellyer noted that band fees have increased, but that 
the bands remain available and have been popular with previous event attendees.  

Legal: The attorney for Clenara had contacted Mark Popovich and requested a meeting with the Mayor, the 
Town Attorney, and Mrs. Chambers. They are awaiting a response from Mr. Popovich regarding the scheduled 
date. The Mayor will update the Council on the outcome. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Office Improvements: Office painting is scheduled for the upcoming holiday weekend to avoid service 
interruptions. Flooring upgrades are planned for the February holiday weekend. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Sussex Seniors Group Donation: Mrs. Chambers moved to donate the same amount as last year to the Sussex 
Seniors Group. Mr. Parker seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None. 

ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, Mayor Laine adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 

 


