TOWN OF WAKEFIELD
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Date: Monday, February 9, 2026
Time: 7:00 PM
Location: Council Room, Town Hall
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Town Council was called to order by Mayor Brian Laine at 7:00 PM.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL

Present: Mayor Brian Laine; Council President Oscar E. Parker Ill; Council Members Michael
Kessinger and Dennis Mason.

Absent: Mrs. Chambers, Mrs. Whiting, and Mr. Wills.
Others Present: Pat Bowden, Fire Chief; Robyn Croft, Treasurer; Bonita Meyers, Clerk.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Mr. Parker moved to accept the agenda as presented. Mr. Kessinger seconded. The motion was
unanimously approved by a show of hands.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Residents needing a second trash can must contact Bay Disposal directly to arrange delivery
and monthly payment.

® The town has started installing "No Littering" signs and will continue to do so periodically.
* An investigation determined that "Jake Brake" signs are no longer permitted in Virginia.

e Virginia Power issued a notice explaining high energy bills due to unusually cold temperatures
in December and January. And offered Energy-Saving Tips, which are posted in the Town Office.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Parker moved to dispense with the reading of the January minutes and approve them as
presented. Mr. Kessinger seconded. The motion was unanimously approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Mrs. Croft presented the treasurer’s report as follows:

Balance on hand in the General Fund as of January 31, 2025 — $320,341.92

Bills presented for payment as of January 31, 2025 — $26,854.49
Mr. Kessinger moved to accept the treasurer’s report as presented, Mr. Parker seconded it, and
the Council voted unanimously by raised hands in favor of the motion.



CITIZEN COMMENTS

Mr. Turner raised concerns about a building on Fleetwood Avenue, calling it a "disaster waiting
to happen" and an "eyesore." Mr. Kessinger explained that the town previously had building
inspectors assess it and was told nothing could be done as long as it is structurally secure.

Mrs. Woodard complained about a dirty, broken-windowed trailer at the corner of Williams
Lane and Bryan Avenue (address: 150 Bryan Avenue). She also informed the council about a
large bump on the side of Williams Lane, in front of Tiffany's house, where a hole was dug but
never properly repaved. It has been like this for at least a month.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Fire Department: Chief Bowden reported the following:

Hydrant Inspection: A check of 500 hydrants was completed. Many hydrants have brass plugs
that are difficult or impossible to remove. Pat will coordinate with Les to repair them. Several
hydrants, especially those near commercial buildings, are difficult to open and close, which may
affect the town’s ISO rating.

R.C. Paving expressed interest in additional town work, including sealing parking lots at the fire
station and airport.

Sussex Service Authority: No report.

Airport: The Mayor requested a quote from Turner Electric to install new bathroom lights with
timers during their scheduled work on flashing lights at the town limit sign. Hangar inspections
are scheduled for warmer weather.

Ballpark/Recreation: No report.
Budget/Finance: Budget requests must be submitted by March 6th.
Cemetery: No report.

Emergency Services/Safety: Installation of flashing lights at the Town limits signs on Route 460
is scheduled for this weekend, pending favorable weather conditions.

Personnel: No report.

Planning Commission: No report.

Property Maintenance: No report.
Streets/Beautification: No report.
Utilities: No report.

Vehicle Maintenance: Mr. Kessinger reported that a new bucket truck was purchased from
Prince George Electric; it has a new inspection and is valued well above the purchase price. He
also advised that the current work truck is worn out and may need to be replaced in the near
future.

Zoning: No report.



Events: No report.
OTHER BUSINESS

Mrs. Jones reported that the planned Bingo event with the Legends Senior group was canceled.
However, Sussex County seniors continue to meet every Wednesday at the foundation for
lunch. The Council agreed to use the $1,200 previously allocated for the seniors to provide
lunches for a specified number of weeks. Mrs. Jones will update the Council on the preferred
start month (e.g., March or April) for the funded lunches.

Legal: No report.
Old Business: No old business.

New Business: Social Media Policy - Council members received a copy of the proposed Social
Media Policy for review prior to the meeting. Mr. Parker moved to adopt the policy and post it
on the Town’s website. Mr. Kessinger seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Executive Session: No session.
ADJOURNMENT

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM.



