Town of Wakefield
Called Council Meeting March 31, 2026

The Wakefield Town Council held a called meeting on Tuesday, March 31, 2026 in the Town Hall with
the following present: Mayor Brian M. Laine, O. E. Parker, Ill, Council President; Frances J. Chambers,
Michael W. Kessinger, Dennis P. Mason, Darlean Whiting and Brian K. Wills, Councilmembers; Robyn L.

Croft, Treasurer.

Mayor Laine called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and led those present in the pledge of

allegiance to the flag.
The Treasurer called the roll of Council, all members were present.

O. E. Parker, Il moved to adopt the agenda as presented, Darlean Whiting seconded and Council’s

vote was unanimous.

Michael Kessinger discussed the new ruling for the Blue Line Solution funds. Council discussed paying
off the generator load and purchasing an excavator for $52,250 and a trailer for $8,000; the rest of the
funds to be moved to the meals tax money market account. Michael Kessinger made a motion to pay
off the generator loan, Brian Wills seconded the motion and Council’s vote was unanimous. Michael
Kessinger made a motion to purchase the excavator for $52,520 and trailer for $8,000, Darlean Whiting
seconded the motion and Council’s vote was unanimous. Michael Kessinger made motion to move the

remaining of the Blue Line Solution funds to the meals tax account and Council’s vote was unanimous

Michael Kessinger discussed bringing Anne Monahan back to work the week in July that Mrs. Croft is
on vacation. Mr. Kessinger made a motion to bring Anne Monahan back to fill in for Mrs. Croft when
she is on vacation July 6 — July 10, Darlean Whiting seconded the motion and Council’s vote was

unanimous.

Frances Chambers talked about the personnel rules and regulations, stating that the Town attorney
Mark Popovich had reviewed the manual and made suggestions. One suggestion was to extend the
probationary period form 60 days to 6 months. She also spoke about enforcing the town’s drug testing
policy. Brian Laine asked for a motion to be made to accept the changes to the personnel manual, Mike

Kessinger made the motion, Brian Wills seconded the motion and Council’s vote was unanimous.



March 31, 2026 minutes continued

Mayor Laine spoke about the interviews for the clerk’s position. He said that we would like to hire
Jeanette Francis. Frances Chambers spoke on how the applicants were scored. Mayor Laine asked for
permission to call and offer Jeanette Francis the clerk’s position. The was discussion on salary and
benefits. Michael Kessinger made the motion to give the Mayor permission to hire Jeanette Francis with

a starting date of May 1, Brian Wills seconded the motion and Council’s vote was unanimous.

Frances Chamber spoke about her email from Michael Porch pertaining to solar. She reminded

everyone about the Sussex County Planning Commission meeting scheduled for April 6 at 6:00 p.m..

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 6:47 p.m.

Brian M. Laine, Mayor Robyn L. Croft, Treasurer



