
 

 

Town of Wakefield 
Regular Meeting April 13, 2026 

 

     The Wakefield Town Council held its regular monthly meeting on Monday, April 13, 2026 in the Town 
Hall with the following present:  Brian M. Laine, Mayor; Frances J. Chambers, Michael W. Kessinger, 
Dennis P. Mason, Darlean Whiting,  O. E. Parker, III and Brian K. Wills, Councilmembers;  Robyn Croft; 
Treasurer.   

     Mayor Laine called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 

     The Treasurer called the roll of Council, all members were present. 

     Michael Kessinger moved to adopt the agenda as presented, Dennis Mason seconded and Council’s 
vote was unanimous. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  There were no announcements. 

     Dennis Mason made a motion to dispense with the reading of the March 9, 2026 minutes and 
approve them as read.  Brian Wills seconded the motion and Council’s vote was unanimous.   

     The treasurer’s report was presented as follows: 

 Balance on Hand in the General Fund as of February 28, 2026 - $381,600.31 

Receivables for March 2026 - $287,344.74 

Disbursements for March 2026 - $307,114.43 

The General Fund balance on March 31, 2026 - $361,830.62 

            Bills presented for payment as of March 31, 2026 - $107,386.51 

     Following discussion, Darlean Whiting moved to adopt the treasurer’s report as presented, O. E. 
Parker, III seconded the motion and Council’s vote was unanimous. 

     CITIZEN STATEMENTS:  William E. Turner had a concern about the building at the corner of Fleetwood 
Avenue, stating the building is an eyesore and dangerous.  

     COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

     FIRE DEPARTMENT: Mr. Bowden said he had no report at this time.       

     SUSSEX SERVICE AUTHORITY:  Pam Jones reported that they had proposals from two companies, 
Aqua and Virginia American Water.  The lawyer is going over both proposals.   

     AIRPORT:  Mr. Kessinger reported that the Mayor had approved the upgrade to the lighting and 
switches.  Brian Wills asked when would the hangars be inspected.   Mr. Kessinger asked Mrs. Croft to 
get him a printout of the hangar renters.  

     BALLPARK:  Mr. Parker informed the council that he meant with a contractor two weeks ago about 
the restrooms and pavilion.   The also meant with a company about the playground equipment.  He is 
currently waiting on quotes.   Brian Laine also mentioned that they were working on land clearing.  



 

 

     BUDGET/FINANCE:  Robyn Croft informed the Council that she needed to schedule a meeting to 
discuss the budget.  The meeting was set for Tuesday, April 21 at 6:30, location will be the Airport.  

     CEMETERY:  No report 

     EMERGENCY/SAFETY:  Michael Kessinger said that Pat found one rescue did not start, took the vehicle 
to Van Cleef and they replaced the batteries.      

     PERSONNEL:  Mayor Laine said this would be discussed in executive session. 

     PLANNING COMMISSION:  Frances Chambers said the Planning Commission would be meeting April 
28 to look at zoning.  She asked for council to approve Rossie Carroll to another term on the Planning 
Commission, Michael Kessinger made the motion and O. E. Parker, III seconded the motion, all were in 
favor.  

     PROPERTY MAINTENANCE:  Mayor Laine said the brick house on 460, behind 7-Eleven needs a grass 
letter.  

     STREETS/BEAUTIFICATION:  Mayor Laine said that he would ask VDOT to about taking care of the 
sidewalks.  

     UTILITIES:  Frances Chambers said that the security lights have come in and Lane will be meeting with 
Les to change them out.  

     VEHICLE MAINTENANCE:  No report.  

     ZONING:  Frances Chambers informed the council that Will from Summit Design would be here May 
6th to go over zoning with Mrs. Francis and would meet with the council at 5:30 to go over the new 
zoning amendments.  

     EVENTS:  No report.  

     LEGAL:  No report.  

     OLD BUSINESS:  None to discuss.  

     NEW BUSINESS:  None to discuss.  

     EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Council moved into executive session at 7:25 p.m. to discuss personnel and 
department evaluations under section 2.2-3711.A1 of the Code of Virginia.  Council reconvened at 7:30 
p.m. all members certifying to the best of their knowledge that only lawfully exempted public business 
matters for which this executive session was called were heard, discussed or considered in private.  The 
following motion was made:  O. E. Parker moved to approve all employees pay increase effective July 1, 
2026.   Brian Wills seconded and Councils vote was unanimous. 
 
     There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.   
      
 

 

      


