
 

1 
 

Minutes 

Town Council Meeting 

May 11, 2026

The Town Council's monthly meeting was held on Monday, May 11, 2026, in the council room of the Town Hall. Present 

at the meeting were Brian Laine, the Mayor; Oscar E. Parker III; the Council President, Dennis Mason, and Brian Wills, 

Council Members.  Others present at the meeting were Pat Bowden, Fire Chief; Robyn Croft, Treasurer; and Jeanette 

Francis, Clerk.  

Call to order: The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.  The attendees recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call and Adoption of Agenda: The clerk called the roll.  Absent were:  Frances Chambers, Michael Kessinger, and 

Darlene Whiting, Council Members. Mr. Mason motioned to accept the agenda as presented, which Mr. Wills seconded. 

The Council unanimously approved the motion through a show of hands. 

Announcements: None 

Minutes: Mayor Laine moved to dispense with reading the April Council and the May Zoning Work Session minutes and 
approve them as presented. Mr. Wills seconded; the Council voted unanimously to accept the motion.  

Treasurer's Report: Mrs. Croft presented the treasurer's report as follows: 

Balance on hand in the General Fund as of April 30, 2026 – $410,153.31 

Bills presented for payment as of April, 2026 – $828,046.78 

Mr. Parker moved to accept the treasurer's report as presented. Mr. Wills seconded it, and the Council voted 
unanimously, with raised hands, in favor of the motion.  

CITIZEN STATEMENTS 

William Turner expressed his concerns about the intersection at Fleetwood Avenue and Railroad Avenue. He believes 
that it poses a serious risk, as it is a blind corner where a tragedy could occur and people “fly” through it.  Mayor Laine 
validated that there is one right of way and three stop signs, and this issue would be for VDOT to survey if Mr. Turner 
wishes to call VDOT. 

Committee Reports 

Fire Department: Chief Bowden reported that hydrant checks will be performed in the next few months.  He also 

reported that the gutter at the front of the firehouse was causing a “drop-off” which could pose a safety concern. 

Sussex Service Authority: Mayor Laine reported that the Sussex Service Authority is up for sale, but he is not certain of 

where things stand currently. 

Airport: Mayor Laine reported of hangar inspections being completed at the airport.  He wants letters to be sent out in 

the next week to those not abiding by the rules.  He listed 3 in a hangar and also a vehicle in a hangar with the airplane 

out.  Mr. Kessinger has a list of the violators and will present to the office for letter development. 

Ballpark/Recreation: Mr. Parker reported that aerial photos from Paul Rogers have been reviewed.  Mr. Parker 

recommends to move forward on remodeling the restrooms at the ballpark and extending the patio area there, since 

these two projects would cost less than the parking lot and land clearing project which is currently on hold, (that project 

could be revisited July 1st or before).  Mr. Parker motioned for acceptance of this recommendation and Mr. Wills 

seconded the motion; the Council voted unanimously to accept the motion.                                                                       

Budget/Finance:  Since reaching out to the town’s accountant, Robyn Croft, Treasurer, asked for a motion to remove 

funds from Towne Bank and transfer to Truist, giving two options:  either using the Meals Tax Money Market Account to 

keep the funds all in one, or using the Insured Cash Sweep Account which would distribute funds to several different 

banks.  Mrs. Croft noted that Truist rates were better than their present Towne Bank.  Mayor Laine approved motion for 

the Meals Tax Money Market Account option and Mr. Parker seconded the motion.  The Council voted unanimously to 

approve the transfer to Truist via the Meals Tax Money Market Account.                                                                                                           

Also, Mrs. Croft asked for the Council to make a motion to authorize the budget for publication.  Mr. Parker accepted 
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the motion, and Mr. Wills seconded it.  All Council members voted unanimously to approve the motion and set the 

meeting.   

The Budget Public Hearing meeting is set for June 8, 2026 at 6:30 pm before the Town Council Meeting.                                                                   

Cemetery: No report                                                                                                                                                                                    

Emergency Services/Safety:  No report                                                                                                                                              

Personnel:  No report                                                                                                                                                                                         

Planning Commission: Mayor Laine motioned to set The Public Hearing for the Planning Commission for June 8, 2026 

at 6:45 pm before the Town Council Meeting.   This motion was seconded by Mr. Parker, and the Council voted 

unanimously.                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Property Maintenance:  Mayor Laine noted that previously reported grass issues have been taken care. 

Streets/Beautification:  Mr. Mason reported that he will be going through the town to check on areas needing weed-

eating, and will report back.                                                                                                                                                                                            

-Mr. Mason recommended keeping the town flags up along the street and adding the holiday flags as well.  Additional 

brackets will need to be ordered.  Mr. Wills accepted this motion, and Mr. Parker seconded it.  All voted for both flags to 

be up during the holiday period.                                                                                                                                                           

Utilities: No report                                                                                                                                                                                  

Vehicle Maintenance: No report                                                                                                                                                                           

Zoning: No report                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Events: No report                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Legal: No report                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Old Business:                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

New Business:  Mayor Laine reported that Sussex County voted to cut funding for the Blackwater Regional Library.  The 

Troxler Memorial Library in Wakefield is among one of the divisions, and the town of Wakefield pays the monthly rent 

for this library. With the library being a crucial part of the community, Mayor Laine wants to send a letter to the Board of 

Supervisors to request that Sussex County reverse this decision.  Mr. Parker made a motion to approve a letter to be 

sent, and for the letter to also note that the town of Wakefield pays the rent for the Troxler Memorial Library.  Mr. Wills 

seconded this motion, and the Council voted unanimously to send a letter.                                                                                                     

Executive Session: None                                                                                                                                                                                    

Adjourn: With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:33 pm 

 

 

______________________________________, Brian M. Laine, Mayor 

 

 

______________________________________, Date Adopted/ Signed 

 

 

______________________________________, Jeanette L. Francis, Town Clerk 

 


