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Minutes 

Town Council Meeting 

July 13, 2026

The Town Council's monthly meeting was held on Monday, July 13, 2026, in the council room of the Town Hall. Present 

at the meeting were Brian Laine, the Mayor; Darlean Whiting, Frances Chambers, Dennis Mason, Michael Kessinger, and 

Brian Wills; Council Members.  Others present at the meeting were Robyn Croft, Treasurer and Jeanette Francis, Clerk, 

H. Lane Chambers, III; Utility Committee Chairman, Fire Chief, Pat Bowden; and the Sussex Service Authority 

Representative. 

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.  The attendees recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call and Adoption of Agenda: The clerk called the roll.  Oscar E. Parker, Council Member, was absent. Mr. Kessinger 

motioned to accept the agenda as presented, which Mr. Mason seconded. The Council unanimously approved the 

motion through a show of hands. 

Announcements:  None 

Minutes: Mayor Laine moved to dispense with reading the June Council minutes and approve them as presented. Mr. 
Mason motioned to accept the minutes as read, and Mr. Wills seconded the motion; the Council voted unanimously to 
accept the motion.  

Treasurer's Report: Mrs. Croft presented the treasurer's report as follows: 

Balance on hand in the General Fund as of June 30, 2026 – $187,526.93 

Bills presented for payment as of June 30, 2026 – $41,142.76 

Mrs. Whiting moved to accept the treasurer's report as presented. Mrs. Chambers seconded it, and the Council voted 
unanimously, with raised hands, in favor of the motion.  

CITIZEN STATEMENTS 

William Turner announced that the tree limbs in front of his property were “going to pop one of the lines,” and he 
wanted a response in the next 24 hours.  Mayor Laine responded directly that the limbs would be pruned off the line, 
and Mr. Turner thanked the mayor.  

 

Deborah Forbes, a resident on Birch Island Road spoke also.  She thanked the town for taking care of the road at the 
intersection of North and Hwy 460, and the trees that were cut around Pine Street which were blocking visibility on the 
road.  She asked, “What will it take to get service back at the Wakefield Library on Wednesdays?”  Mayor Laine 
responded that Sussex Board of Supervisors made the decision to cut funding, despite the letter the Town of Wakefield 
sent for supporting funding coverage.  As a result of the funding cut, each branch designated within the Blackwater 
Regional Library, is closed one day per week.  Mayor Laine acknowledged making phone calls previously, but agreed to 
make further attempts to see what could possibly be done.  

 

Committee Reports 

Fire Department: Chief Bowden reported they were finishing up hydrant reports. 

Sussex Service Authority:  The SSA Representative spoke to confirm that the rate increase (@9%) was now in effect on 

their services.  

Airport:  No report.  Mr. Kessinger will be sending his hangar inspection report to the treasurer to compile corrective 

action letters for applicable hangars. 

Ballpark/Recreation:  Mr. Parker was absent from the meeting and quotes for the ballpark playground project will be 

discussed next month. 

Budget/Finance:   No report 
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Cemetery:  No report 

Emergency Services/Safety:  Due to the 16% insurance increase, and vehicle replacement costs only being the 

approximate KBB value with the current Manry Rawls insurance, Mr. Kessinger reported getting quotes from 

Chesterfield Insurers and VFIS, in addition to the current Manry Rawls.  A work session was scheduled on Monday, July 

27th at 6:30 p.m. for council to discuss and decide what action to take for continued insurance.  

In regards to town safety and recent break-ins, Mr. Kessinger also reported that the Sussex County Sheriff will be 

meeting with Flock Camera Industries on July 16 to check on the possibility of better cameras and even drone 

technology.  Once this is accomplished, Mr. Kessinger will report back; he noted we could even do a zoom call with the 

Flock sales team during the July 27th work session already set for insurance discussions. 

 Personnel:  No report                                                                                                                                                                                         

Planning Commission: No report 

Property Maintenance:  No report 

Streets/Beautification:  Mr. Mason noted that most of the weed cutting and trimming projects he had noted earlier 

have been taken care of.  Also, he made mention of the phone blast that went out to residents recently to inform them 

that certain areas of town will see the replacement of regular street light bulbs to LED, brighter and more energy 

efficient bulbs, and this will be in phases to update and increase safety and efficiency. 

Utilities: H. Lane Chambers, III notified Town Council that VA has rejoined the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 

(REGGI).  This will require us to pay for carbon offsets.  45% rebate was extended by Gov. Spanberger to rate payers- 

electric coops and Dominion Energy, but not to towns and municipalities.  This equals $191,000 per year for greenhouse 

gas records @ $14.60 per resident per month, starting July 1st, 2027. VEMA will clarify how this will work-whether pass 

through or rate increase, and Mr. Chambers will report on his findings once this is clarified. 

Mr. Chambers remarked that they are changing out street light bulbs to upgraded LED bulbs, and that there are two 

lights on Main Street near the bank that are actually being upgraded to totally new lights to broadcast better coverage.  

Once the initiative is complete, the standard in town will be a light at every other pole.  

Mr. Chambers reported that VDOT is considering crosswalks across Hwy 460 at Wakefield Great Valu, and possibly 

lighting as well.  Their first regular utilities meeting will be July 27th, and they plan a start date of @ Dec. 2027 for this 

project.  

Mr. Chambers noted that Community Electric will be confirming a date of when they will install switches at the 2 

substations for emergency cases where power needs to be rebooted to the town. 

Mr. Chambers also commented on how often the generators at the town shop were having to be filled with fuel, 

especially over the July 4th weekend.  Mr. Chambers said “We are importing more energy than we are generating 

currently related to the state legislation, as some of the energy facilities which were not green had to be shut down.  We 

are getting called to run the generators more at often 7-10 hour days due to what they consider emergency situations-

when the load has to be dropped as it is unsupported.”  Mr. Chambers elaborated that an additional fuel tank is 

currently at the substation now, and they are working with Community Electric to get bigger tanks to hold more fuel.  

They can possibly plug an additional tank in for another 1000 gallons of fuel. “The generators have run more in the past 

12 months than the previous 5 years,” he explained, “DEQ allows 250 hours of run time per year but cannot penalize if 

they call us to run more due to unsupported loads.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Vehicle Maintenance: No report                                                                                                                                                                           

Zoning:  Mrs. Chambers remarked that Facebook notifications and message blasts have gone out to notify and remind 

the town residents of the Blackwater Solar Project public hearing and decision set for Thursday, July 16, 2026 at 6 p.m. 

at the Sussex County Courthouse.  We want to encourage participation and advocacy for the best interest of the town. 
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This solar project is a shorter distance from the town than the zoning actually permits, Main Street will be impacted by 

heavy truck and equipment travel back and forth, and none of the solar energy generated will directly furnish the town.  

Opposition Solar Signs are available here at the town office for citizens to get for free to post on their properties. 

Events: No report                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Legal: No report                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Old Business:    Mrs. Chambers remarked that the congestion and parking on Wilson Ave. can be discussed during the 

scheduled work session for July 27th. 

New Business:   

The Flood Plain Management draft has been developed and will be submitted to DCR before their deadline of July 24th. 

Donations:  

Truist Bank- Mrs. Patterson- is asking for donations for Triumph of Victory Church for the Sussex County 2026-2027 

school year. The Town agreed to supply 30 backpacks filled with notebooks and supplies (10 for elementary, 10 for 

middle, and 10 for upper school) per motion made by Mr. Kessinger, and seconded by Mr. Wills. 

The Airfield 4-H Center is asking for sponsors for their Virginia Tech camp scheduled for July 27-31, 2026 ($370 per child 

per day).  The Town agreed to sponsor 2 kids again this year for the full week per motion made by Mr. Kessinger and 

seconded by Mr. Wills.   

Mayor Laine announced the community benefit held for Camron Bivens, the 4--year-old community child fighting a 

malignant tumor, was held on Jully 11th   and was sponsored by The Improvement Assoc., R. Tyler, and the Voices of 

Southside.  If anyone wants to offer donations or support, they can still reach out.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Executive Session: None 

Adjourn: With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 


